TALL Tales
Unit Resources
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Students will write their own tall tale and enter it into a Microsoft Word document. They will then divide the story into columns, increase the font size (as needed), print, cut apart the columns, and tape the strips together.
Project Sample: Tall Tales  
The sample actually contains information about tall tales (see sample snapshot at the right). The snapshot at the right is not complete
If desired, students can draw an illustration to attach to the top or insert a graphic above the title which illustrates the tall tale.
Project Directions: 
1. Open Microsoft Word and type the tall tale that was written previously in class. SAVE every few lines!

2. Pull down the File menu and go to Page Setup.
3. Change the top, bottom, left and right margins to .5 inches. SAVE!

4. Pull down the Format menu and go to Columns. Click to choose 3 columns. SAVE!

5. Go to the Edit menu and Select All to highlight the tall tale. Change the text size so that your tall tale is now on about two pages. SAVE! 
6. Print.

7. Cut the columns apart and trim so that the “strips” are the same width.

8. Tape the strips in order end to end to create the TALL TALE!

Web Resources for a Tall Tales:
Teacher Resources: 

· Marco-Polo  This will take you to the search results for a search on Marco-Polo for Grade 3-5 “Tall Tales”. A specific one from the search to consider is: ARTSEDGE Tall Tales Today 
Student Resources:
· American Folklore Pecos Bill, Paul Bunyan, Brer Rabbit, and more

· Animated Tall Tales An excellent site for students! Tall Tales, Games and More
· Folklore and Tall Tales This site offers information about tall tales, samples and quizzes. 

· Paul Bunyan-The Giant Lumberjack A tall tale!
· Tall Tales, Arizona Style Tall Tales written by 3rd Grade Students. Very Cute!
· Tall Tales_42explore A “MUST SEE” for many good ideas, tall tales and more.
Suggested Tall Tale Topics: 
· Why do bees sting?

· Why is the sky blue?

· Why do bees buzz?

Idea presented at T.C.E.A. in Austin 2006 by Tammy Worcester.

See more of Tammy’s projects at: http://essdack.org/tips/. 
Order her books at: http://toolsforteachers.com/. 
�


TALL TALE!


Tall Tales or folk tales have been told through out history. Every culture has its own way of telling how something develops: how the world was created. Tall Tales are stories that are told to the extreme like Paul Bunyan and Pascos Bill. Each of these stories explain why something happens. 


Paul Bunyan stories mostly in the Northwest. He is supposed to be responsible for making the Grand Canyon while fighting with his huge, blue bull named Babe. He also could cut down a tree with one blow. As you can see this story has been told to the extreme


Your imagination is needed while making a Tall Tale. You can tell a story about a man going to his mailbox. You can explain how the man looks as he went to his mailbox. Then add something like, " He was going to his mailbox and suddenly the earth swallow him up, " Then the character 


can start his adventure . Make sure that you use lots of verbs and adjectives. Your verbs and adjectives would explain how big the hole was that swallowed him up. Did steam come out, lava or did it just gulp him up. These are questions that you should ask yourself while writing. You can use anything even the impossible because when you think about it that what a Tall Tale is based on. You can explain that after he was swallowed up an transported to another world and that world that was ruled by trees that could talk.The trees wanted him to save the tree princess.


Now you come to your ending. Make sure that you go out with a Bang . Put a surprise ending. Maybe the man falls in love the princess it's whatever you want. When you end try to leave the reader thinking how ridiculous the situation.


As you write your Tall Tale be sure you use the following: an imagination, an open mind, showing writing, and the ridiculous. All these things are necessary while writing your Tall Tale. So pens up and start writing. 


Written by: MELANIE A. GRAHAM
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